name of Nannari, or country sarsaparilla. The substance has here excited but very trifling notice among medical men, although, from several striking properties which it possesses, it is certainly not unworthy of attention. From the few opportunities I have had of trying it, I should, I think not too hastily, conclude that it may become a very valuable substitute for sarsaparilla. It possesses, undoubtedly, more decided power than that substance, although it may be a question whether its force can be directed in the same 'trains. In India, I heard it spoken of as a purifier of the blood, and as possessing power over the functions of the stomach; and learned that it was in repute among the native doctors, as a remedy in many obstinate diseases of the skin: but my par- A. Four ounces of the bruised root of the Smilax aspera were mixed with sixteen ounces of distilled water, then introduced into a glass retort, to which a receiver was adapted, and submitted to distillation, upon a moderately heated sand bath.
The liquid which distilled over into the receiver had a slightly aromatic and cooling taste, and was strongly impregnated with the peach-blossom odour of the root: it reddened very distinctly the blue colour of litmus paper, but did not exhibit any of the well-known characters of hydrocyanic acid.
The contents of the retort were washed out with an additional quantity of distilled water, and exposed for some time to a boiling heat, in a porcelain vessel. The liquid was then strained off, and a fresh quantity of water added to the root, with which it was again boiled, and strained off as before. In this manner the root was treated with successive portions of boiling water, until this fluid ceased to acquire any further colour or taste from the root.
The whole of these decoctions were now mingled together, 
